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Leah Woehr, M.A.
Ph.D. Candidate in the Department of Communication at 
The University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill
lwoehr@unc.edu | (865)-323-0172

RESEARCH INTERESTS
Performance studies, cultural studies, race and identity, Chinese adoption, The American South, belonging, disbelonging

EDUCATION
Ph.D. Candidate in the Department of Communication
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Master of Arts in Communication Studies 
University of North Carolina Charlotte, 2022

Bachelor of Arts with majors in Theatre* and Communications
Trinity University, 2020
Summa Cum Laude
Phi Beta Kappa
*Graduated with Honors

PUBLICATIONS
· Woehr, L.A. (2024). Bad Brecht: Restoring Mei Lanfang’s personhood within a colonizer discourse. Liminalities, A Journal of Performance Studies, 20(4). 


HONORS AND AWARDS
· Nominee for Top Selected Performance, National Communication Association (2025)
· Nominee for Tanner Award for Excellence in Graduate Teaching, 
University of North Carolina (2025)
· Asian American Center Conference Grant, University of North Carolina (2025)
· Process Series Grant, University of North Carolina (2024)
· NC Excellence Fellowship, University of North Carolina (2022-2023)
· UNC Charlotte Merit Tuition Award for Masters in Communication Studies (2020-2022)
· Member of Phi Beta Kappa (2020) 
· Outstanding Senior in Theatre, Trinity Theatre Department (2020)
· Robert O. Blanchard Award of Academic Excellence, 
Trinity University Department of Communication (2020)
· Mellon Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (Summer 2019)
· “Outstanding Woman of Trinity” Recognition (2019)
· Baker Duncan Theatre Scholarship (2016-2020)
· Trinity University Trustees’ Scholarship (2016-2020)
· Trinity University Dean’s List (2017-2020)


CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
· The Unprofessionals (performance)
National Communication Association, Fall 2025
· Ghost Girls of China (performance), 
National Communication Association, Fall 2025
· “Ni Howdy: Chinese Adoptees of the South and Performances of Dis/Belonging”
1882 Foundation Conference on Rural Chinatowns and Hidden Sites in the Deep South in Midwest, Fall 2025
· “Technovating” Conversations: How Parents With Children of Color Navigate Race and Gender Through Children’s STEM Media
Console-ing Passions, Summer 2025
· ““It’s a Movement”: Performing Palestinian Past and Futures”
Association of American Geographers, Spring 2025
· Grafting, Rooting, Growing
Decolonizing Adoption, Fall 2024
· “China to North Carolina: Plotting an Adoptee Geography”
National Women’s Study Association, Fall 2024
· Grafting, Rooting, Growing
Performance Studies International, Summer 2024
· “Across the Sea: Countermapping a Chinese Adoptee Geography”
UNC Communication Department Works in Progress, Spring 2024
· “Grafting, Rooting, Growing: Performing Familial Identity as a Chinese Adoptee” American Studies Association, Fall 2023
· “Red Thread: Performing Identity as a Chinese Adoptee” 				
National Communication Association, Fall 2023
· “Your Sweet Child of Mine: What We Can Learn From The One Child Policy in a Post-Roe World” 
National Communication Association, Fall 2023
· “Freedom Communication Adoption Identity in Families” 
National Communication Association, Fall 2023
· “#FeminismSoWhite: Critiquing Celebrity Feminism through Whiteness” 	              National Communication Association, Fall 2022
· “How to Build a Woman”
Southern States Communication Association, Spring 2022
· “Actor, Traveler, American: Exploring Intercultural Communication in Theatre”
Trinity University Summer Research Symposium, Summer 2019 


RESEARCH 
Research assistant, Spring 2024-current
Dr. Avi Santo, UNC Chapel Hill

Research assistant, Fall 2020-Spring 2022
Dr. Min Jiang, UNC Charlotte
· Served as a research assistant to Dr. Min Jiang as part of my graduate assistantship. I have worked on assignments exploring topics such as data security laws in China, the social credit system, governance, and censorship. Duties included: collecting and synthesizing literature, editorial work for Dr. Jiang’s book projects. 

“Women’s Self Identity,” Fall 2020-Spring 2022 
Dr. Christine Davis, UNC Charlotte
· Conducted, transcribed, and coded interviews for a project that examines the constructions of womanhood in the United States. Created a literature review and a performance piece that explores the performance of women’s identities. 

“The Invisible City: Travel, Attention, and Performance,” Summer 2019
Dr. Kyle Gillette, Trinity University & Fara in Sabina, Italy
· Received a Mellon Grant to conduct research on intercultural communication in theatre in conjunction with Dr. Kyle Gillette’s project “The Invisible City: Travel, Attention, and Performance”. Conducted ethnographic research at the F.L.I.P.T. festival in Fara in Sabina, as well as served as an Italian translator for Dr. Gillette.


TEACHING
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
IDST 1371 (Live Arts Laboratory)
COMM 260 (Performance and Social Change)
COMM 160 (Intro to Performance Studies) 
COMM 130 (Media Production)
COMM 170 (Intro to Rhetoric)
COMM 113 (Intro to Public Speaking)
COMM 120 (Interpersonal Communication) 

University of North Carolina at Charlotte
COMM 3100 (Communication Research Methods)
COMM 3160 (Business Communications)

Trinity University
First Year Seminar (Arts and Ideas)

GUEST LECTURE
“Ni Howdy: Chinese Adoptees of the South and Performances of Dis/Belonging,”
Department of American Studies 


ARTISTIC WORK

SOLO PERFORMANCE
· Ghosting China by Leah Woehr
National Communication Association Top Performance Panel (2025)
· Grafting, Rooting, Growing by Leah Woehr
Trinity University Alumni Weekend (2025)
Teatro Potlach F.L.I.P.T. Festival in Fara Sabina, Italy (2025)
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2024)
· When the China Doll Grows Up by Leah Woehr, Trinity University (2020)
· Carry Me: A Night of Song and Story by Leah Woehr, Trinity University (2019)

SELECTED PERFORMANCES
· Cittá Invisibili directed by Pino di Buduo, Teatro Potlach (2025)
· Transformations, Fabrika Athens (2025)
· Archipelago, Teatr Brama and Teatro Potlach, (2025)
· Echography of Despair directed by Irina Kruchinina, University of North Carolina (2025) 
· The Dragon Tree directed by Joseph Megel, University of North Carolina (2023)
· The Story of Us directed by Joseph Megel, University of North Carolina (2023)
· Cities of Memory (devised) directed by Kyle Gillette, Trinity University (2020)
· Dr. Faustus Lights the Lights directed by Rachel Joseph, Trinity University (2019)
· Antigone in the City directed by Kyle Gillette, F.L.I.P.T. Festival (2019) 
· Cittá Invisibili directed by Pino di Buduo, Teatro Potlach (2019)
· You on the Moors Now directed by Nathan Stith, Trinity University (2019)
· Lady Macbeth directed by Roberto Prestigiacomo, Trinity University (2018)
· Into the Woods directed by Nathan Stith, Trinity University (2017)
· Midsummer Night’s Dream directed by Nona Sheppard, Trinity University (2017)
· Between Worlds directed by Rachel Joseph, Trinity University (2016)

DIRECTING
· Ferris Wheel by Mary Miller, Trinity University (2019)
· Miscast, Trinity University Players (2018)

MUSIC COMPOSITION
· Maybe This Time written by Leah Woehr, personal album (2023)
· Carry Me written by Leah Woehr, personal album (2021)
· Cities of Memory directed by Kyle Gillette, Trinity University (2020)
· Dr. Faustus Lights the Lights directed by Rachel Joseph, Trinity University (2019)
· Antigone in the City directed Kyle Gillette, F.L.I.P.T. Festival (2019) 
· Wedelia Beach directed by Kate Jones-Waddell, Trinity University (2019)
· You on the Moors Now directed by Nathan Stith, Trinity University (2019)
· Between Worlds directed by Rachel Joseph, Trinity University (2016)

SPECIAL TRAINING
· Movement Masterclass with Valerio Longo (2025)
· Commedia dell’Arte Masterclass with Claudio de Maglio (2025)
· Masterclass with Eugenio Barba and Julia Varley (2019)
· Japanese Dance Masterclass with Keinn Yoshimura (2019)
· Commedia dell’Arte Masterclass with Claudio de Maglio (2019)
· Vocal Workshop with Nathalie Mentha (2019)
· Commedia dell’Arte Masterclass with Andrea Cavarra (2018)
· Shakespeare Masterclass with Aquila Theatre (2018)
· Physical Theatre Masterclass with Aquila Theatre (2018)

EMPLOYMENT 
· Teaching Fellow, 2022-Present
UNC Chapel Hill Department of Communication Studies, Chapel Hill, NC
· Graduate Assistant, 2020-2022
UNC Charlotte Department of Communication Studies, Charlotte, NC
· Graduate Intern, Summer 2021
UNC Charlotte New Student & Family Services, Charlotte, NC
· University Note-taker, 2019-Present
Trinity University, San Antonio, TX
· Resident Assistant, 2018- 2020
Trinity University, San Antonio, TX
· Ticketing Customer Service Representative, Summer 2017
Blumenthal Performing Arts, Charlotte, NC

LEADERSHIP
· Social Chair (2025-2026)
Department of Communication Graduate Student Association
· Graduate Studies Committee Representative (2024-2025)
Department of Communication Graduate Student Association
· Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Officer (2023-2024)
Department of Communication Graduate Student Association 
· Vice President (2021-2022)
Communication Studies Graduate Student Association, UNC Charlotte
· Marketing Coordinator/Historian (2019-2020)
Trinity University Players, Trinity University
· Fellowship Vice President (Spring 2019) 
Alpha Phi Omega, Trinity University
· Treasurer (Fall 2018) 
Trinity University Players, Trinity University
· Orientation Team Member (Fall 2017)
Trinity University

LANGUAGES
· Italian, fluent
· Spanish, intermediate

